BLECHY
A DALSI PARAZITE

CATS PROTECTION 5@

VETERINARNI PRIRUCKA 1




Parazit je organismus, ktery se Zivi a Zije na ukor svého hostitele. Vsechny
kocky jsou ohroZeny infekci. At uZ Ziji venku nebo v bytech.

JAK ZJISTIM, ZDA MA MOJE KOCKA PARAZITY?

Neméli byste predpokladat, Ze kocka bez zndmek infekce je bez parazitd.
V mnoha pfipadech se infekce projevi az tehdy, kdyz je pocet parazitQ
prilis vysoky na to, aby se kocka pohodIné udrZovala Cistou a upravenou.

JAK Jl MOHU PARAZITU ZBAVIT?

Veterinarni produkty jsou bezpe¢né a vysoce ucinné, presto je nutné
dodrzet informace o spravné manipulaci a zachazeni. Nékteré produkty
jsou potencialné toxické jak pro kocky, tak pro jina zvifata - zejména
ryby nebo vcely. Po aplikaci musi vsechny preparaty dlkladné
zaschnout, nez se kocky opét dotknete. Kocky nemaji imunitu vaci
parazitdm, takZe pri nepravidelné aplikaci je mozna reinfekce.




VneéjSi parazité
BLECHY

Blechy jsou nejcastéjsim koznim parazitem kocky. Nejsou pfilis vybiravi
ohledné toho, na jakém druhu zvifete Ziji, ale nejcastéjsi blechou u
kocek a psti je blecha koci¢i.

ZIVOTNI CYKLUS BLECH

Dospélé blechy Ziji trvale na svém zvifecim hostiteli a samice blech
produkuje vajicka rychlosti 50 denné. Vejce spadnou z kocky a za 2 az 16
dni se z nich vylihnou larvy. Ty se pak po ¢ase zakukli a v nepohyblivém
kokonu dozraji do dospélé blechy, ktera tak zakuklena a chranénd
vrstvami kokonu ¢eka na svou prvni kofist. Ta dava o sobé blese znat
signaly jako je teplo, oxid uhlicity a vibrace. Blecha se objevi a pfipoji se
k hostiteli béhem nékolika sekund. Pokud neni pfitomen Zadny hostitel,
muZe blecha ¢ekat v kokonu az dva roky. Za spravnych podminek Ize
cely cyklus rychle dokondit. Centralné vytapéné domy s koberci
poskytuji idealni podminky - teplé a vihké - pro rozvoj blech po cely rok.




JAKE JSOU PRIZNAKY ZABLESENI?

Jedinymi znamkami napadeni mize byt kocka, co se vice olizuje, nebo
pupence na lidskych kotnicich. Pokud kocky nejsou alergické na blesi
kousnuti, Casto vykazuji pozoruhodné malou odezvu.

Blechy se pohybuji velkou rychlosti, takZe je obtizné je spatfit. Nejlepsi
zplsob, jak to zkontrolovat, je umistit kocku na list bilého papiru a

dvé blechy, ale na papir obvykle napadaji malé cerné skvrny ,blesi
Spinky” - trusu blechy, ktery se sklada z nestravené kocici krve. Pokud
tyto tecky date na vlhkou vatu, krev v nich se pomalu rozpusti a vytvori
krvavé pruhy. Na misté, kde kocka spi, Ize také nalézt blesi Spinu nebo
bila vajicka.

ALERGIE NA BLESi KOUSNUTI

Mnoho kocek je alergickych na blesi sliny, takze kousnuti blechou je
velmi svédi. Mohou vykazovat tyto pfiznaky:

e zanicena klize

® vypadavani srsti, olamané konce chlup( - kvili nadmérné péci

e zesilend, vlhkd, popraskana kize

e velké mnozstvi malych stroupkd, zejména u kofene ocasu, na
bedrech, krku a bradé

Tento stav by mél 1éCit veterinat, ale 1écba bude ucinna, pouze pokud
bude prostredi kocky zcela zbaveno jak blech, tak jejich vajicek - pouze
jedna blecha mize zplsobit problém alergickym jedinctim.



JAK SE ZBAVIT BLECH?

Pokud mame byt Uspésni, musime zlikvidovat vSechny dospélé blechy v
kozichu kocky a musi byt zabrdnéno opétovnému zamoreni prostredi.
Viyrobky urcené pro psy by se nemély pouzivat u kocek, protoze pro né
mohou byt toxické. Vas veterinar by mél byt informovén o jakémkoli
osetreni proti blecham, které bylo pouZito dfive, nez predepise jiné
pripravky nebo preparaty proti blecham a také kdyz uvazuje o sedaci
nebo anestézii vasi kocky.

Nové, bezpecné a nejucinnéjsi pripravky na potirani blech jsou k
dispozici ve veterinarnich ordinacich, kde jsou poskytovény rady o jejich
pouziti.

ODBLESENI ZVIRAT

K zabijeni dospélych blech na kocce je k dispozici Siroka skala produktd.
Patfi mezi né obojky, Sampony, spreje, pény, prasky, injekce, tablety a
spot-on produkty, které se nanaseji pfimo na kdzi mezi lopatkami.
Hledani spravného produktu pro vasi kocku je dlilezité, protoze produkt,
ktery se obtizné aplikuje, pravdépodobné nebude Uspésny. Sampony a
prasky nefunguji dlouho a nema trvaly dcinek. Mnoho obojku také neni
pfilis Gcinnych. Vas veterinar vam poradi, jaky typ kocky je nejlepsi.

OSETRENI PROSTREDI

Nejlepsi je pouZit produkt proti blechdm - obvykle dostupny ve spreji -
abyste se zbavili vSech blech v kobercich a ndbytku. Ackoli ¢asté
vysavani mdze pomoci sniZit pocet blech,

neodstrani je. Pamatujte, Ze tyto produkty jsou specidlné pro pouZiti v
zivotnim prostredi, proto by se nikdy nemély pouzivat na samotnou
kocku - pozadejte svého veterinare o radu pfi vybéru vhodného
produktu. VSechno, co je silné zamorené, napfiklad podestylky pro
domaci mazlicky, by mélo byt zlikvidovano.



JAKA JE MOZNA PREVENCE?

Opétovnému zamoreni lze zabranit pouZitim pripravku, ktery zabiji
jakékoli dospélé blechy na kocce, které by mohly byt zachyceny
zvendi, nebo produkt, ktery zajistuje kontrolu prostredi prerusenim
zivotniho cyklu blech. Lécba musi byt pravidelna.

Pamatujte, Ze se vSemi kockami v domacnosti musi byt zachazeno
stejné jako se vsemi psy nebo domdcimi kraliky - s pouzitim
vhodnych produktt pro jejich druhy - aby byl problém s blechami
pod kontrolou.

PROC JE NUTNE ODBLESOVAT?

Zatimco mnoho kocek Zije s blechami a vykazuji minimalni zndmky
napadeni, kontrola se doporucuje, protoze:

e koci¢i blecha nese larvalni stadium tasemnice a kocky je
mohou poZivat pfi péci

e dospélé blechy se Zivi krvi kocek - to mize u mladych
kotat zpUsobit Zivot ohrozujici anémii (ztratu krve)

e blechy mohou prenaset dalsi infekcni agens

o nékteré kocky maji alergii na kousnuti blechami

e koci¢i blechy mohou na lidech zplsobit svédéni

Obvykle je mnohem tézsi |éCit napadeni blechami - které
mdaZze trvat tydny nebo mésice, neZ se dostanete pod
kontrolu - neZ tomu zabranit.



KLISTATA

Klistata se nejcastéji vyskytuji na raselinistich, v kfovinatych
neupravovanych porostech a ve vysoké travé nebo v lesich. Zda se, ze
kocky na prisaté klisté nikterak nereaguiji. Klistata ale prenasi fadu
nemoci.

ZIVOTNI CYKLUS KLISTAT

Kdyz kolem prochazi teplokrevné zvire, klisté vyskoci z ukrytu, vysplha po
nohou a pevné se k zviteti pfipevni svymi kusadly. Nenasaté klisté ma
velikost Spendlikové hlavicky. Zistavé na hostiteli asi pét dni a celou
dobu saje krev. Klisté mGze dorlst az do délky 3 cm a bude mit Sedo-
modré nebo hnédo-Cerné lesklé zabarveni.

JAKE JSOU PRIZNAKY KLISTAT?

Prvnim zndmkou je mala tecka pFipevnéna na kizi vasi kocky. Jak se
klistata krmi, zvétSuje se a nékdy si ji Ize mylit s bradavici nebo hrudkou.

JAK LZE BOJOVAT PROTI KLIETATUM?

Klistata by méla odstranit vas veterinat. Pokus o odstranéni klistat bez
doporuceni veterinare ¢asto znameng, Ze Usta zlstanou pozadu, coZ
muze vést k infekci nebo abscesu. Nikdy se nepokousejte klisté spalit.

JAK LZE PREVENTINE OCHRANIT KOCKU PRED
KLISTATY?

Produkty, které brani proti klistatim, maji rizné aplikaéni formy. Vas
veterinaf vam jisté rad poradi a doporudi ten nejvhodnéjsi preparat.



PROC CHRANIT PROTI KLIETATUM?

Klistata mohou zpUsobit Fadu nebezpeénych infekci, bolestivé skvrny

a abscesy. Klistata prenaseji lymskou borelidzu, klistovou encefalitidu,
anaplasmosu, babeziozu, ricketsiozu, ehrlichiozu a dalsi nemoci, kdy
nékteré mohou postihnout i ¢lovéka. To je dobry diivod pro odstranéni
klistéte co nejdrive.

Pokud vezmete svou kocku do zahranici, je obzvlasté dilezita kontrola
klistat, protoZe v jizni a zdpadni Evropé, ve Spojenych Statech a dalsich
zemich je vice chorob prenasenych klistaty.

Lice

An infestation of lice is uncommon. Unlike fleas, lice are host
specific, so lice found on cats will not affect humans

or any other animal. They can be passed between cats by
direct contact.

What are the signs of lice?

Translucent eggs cemented to the cat’s hairs are usually
noticed first. Cats may also be itchy, have broken hairs from
scratching, or have some crusty patches on the skin.

How can lice be treated and prevented?

Some flea control products will also kill lice but the major
difference in lice control is that the lice eggs remain on the cat
and are not killed straight away. Your vet can prescribe a
suitable product to ensure that hatching lice are killed as well
as the adults. It is advisable to dispose of the cats bedding but
there is no need to treat the whole house.

Why control lice?
Scratching can result in injury to the skin and in severe cases
raw areas can occur which can become infected.



Mites

Mites are minute parasites that are only just visible to the
naked eye. They cause a range of skin conditions and are
highly contagious, passing from cat to cat by direct contact,
or via infected bedding and grooming equipment. The most
common types of mites found on cats are:

Ear mites

Ear mites live deep inside the cat’s ear. They cause intense
irritation to the ear canal, causing excessive amounts of dark
wax. Cats suffering with ear mites may appear unconcerned or
they may constantly shake their heads and scratch.

What are the signs of ear mites?

The wax can be easily seen inside of the ear. To see the mites
themselves your vet will need to use an auroscope. Untreated
ear mites can lead to secondary infections, swelling or chronic
thickening of the ear.

How can ear mites be treated?

Products available from the vet to kill ear mites include ear
drops and spot-on treatments. If the infestation is heavy, the
vet may use an ear cleaner to loosen and soften the wax first.
The treatment may need to be continued over several weeks as
eggs hatch, releasing a new generation of mites to treat.



Harvest mites

Harvest mites, harvest bugs or bracken bugs are the names
given to the larvae of the mite Trombicula autumnalis, a
seasonal parasite. They feed on tissue fluid and may cause
considerable discomfort to both humans and cats in certain
areas of the country during late summer and autumn.

What are the signs of harvest mites?

In cats the irritation can cause reddening of the skin and
crusted areas. Most often this affects areas where there is only
a thin covering of hair eg ears and face.

How can harvest mites be treated?

Some flea control products prescribed by the vet can prevent
and cure infestation. Confining the cat during the mites’
active period or letting the cat out in the early morning or
during dull or wet days when the mite is less active should
help. Hypersensitive cats may require steroid treatment and an
Elizabethan collar may be used to prevent self-inflicted injury
to the itchy parts.



Mange mites

Mange mites are quite uncommon in the cat. They generally
cause itching and scabs and can only be diagnosed by
microscopic examination of skin scrapings. Mange mites can
only be treated by a vet.

Why control mites?
Scratching can result in injury to the skin and in severe cases
raw areas can occur which may become infected.

Maggots

Cats occasionally become infected by maggots when blow
flies — otherwise known as bluebottles — lay eggs in an open
wound or soiled skin and hair. They are usually only found

in incontinent animals, or cats that have been injured and
have been hiding or unable to return home. Healthy cats are
rarely affected but any open wound or soiled fur should be
cleaned daily.

Fly eggs hatch after 24-48 hours and develop into maggots.
Maggots need food to turn into flies, so begin to eat the
animal’s flesh. They start with diseased or dead tissue but
quickly progress to eating healthy areas.

Left untreated, cats lose considerable amounts of fluid
and may suffer from toxic shock. Death can follow within
a few days so any maggot infection should be treated by a
vet immediately.



Internal parasites

The two groups of internal parasites most commonly found in
cats are tapeworms and roundworms, both of which live in the
gut, or intestinal tract.

Tapeworms

Tapeworms are flat, tape-like worms that are common in the
bowel of most mammals, including the cat.

What are the signs of tapeworms?

Tapeworms consist of a scolex (head) which attaches itself to
the wall of the gut by either suckers or hooks, and a series of
segments containing eggs. These segments break off and are
passed out with the faeces. They are sometimes visible in the
faeces, around the cat’s anus or in bedding. They resemble
small grains of rice and may move.



Tapeworm lifecycle

In the environment, the segments disintegrate, releasing eggs.
The eggs themselves are not infectious to cats. They have to
pass through a host to be able to complete their life cycle. The
host varies for different types of tapeworm but the cat will
become infected when it ingests an infected host such as a flea
or rodent.

As one type of tapeworm is transmitted by fleas it should be
assumed that a cat infected with fleas also has tapeworm and
vice versa.

The worms live by absorbing pre-digested food in the bowel
of the cat. They are rarely harmful except where heavy
infestations cause obstruction of the gut or weight loss.

Roundworms

Roundworms are the most common intestinal parasite in cats.
Adult roundworms look like a white earthworm and they can
grow up to 10cm in length.

Roundworm lifecycle

Adult worms live in the cat's intestine and feed on digested
food. Their eggs are passed in the faeces but the entire worm
is not usually passed. The eggs are not infectious to other cats
when first passed but become infectious after a few days when
they develop into larvae. They may remain infectious for years
until eaten.

Roundworms can be passed through the milk of the mother
cat to her kittens. This is a very common route of infection
so we can assume that most kittens suckling a mother with
roundworm will be infected.



How can worms be treated and prevented?

Vets can provide effective treatment for worms in cats.
Some worming medications combat both roundworm and
tapeworm, while others are only effective against one or
the other.

Kittens

Information on worming kittens is currently limited. Most
guidance is based on studies carried out in puppies. However,
puppies can become infected while in the womb, whereas
kittens only become infected after birth, via the mother’s milk.
Cats Protection recommends that if there is concern that a
mother cat has worms which may have been passed to her
kittens, they should be treated with a suitable product from
three to four weeks of age. Veterinary guidance should be
sought prior to treatment.

From six weeks to six months of age healthy kittens will usually
require monthly treatment against roundworms. Tapeworm
treatment may also be needed.

Kittens should be weighed prior to every worming treatment
to ensure the correct dosage is administered.

Adult cats

Adult cats usually need to be treated with a drug active
against both roundworms and tapeworms every one to six
months. The precise frequency of treatment recommended will
vary slightly depending on the individual cat eg whether the
cat hunts and is regularly treated for fleas.

Veterinary guidance should be sought before deciding what to
use and how often.



Why control worms?

Heavy burdens of worms in cats can cause weight loss,
vomiting, diarrhoea, irritation around the anus and/or failure
to thrive, particularly in young kittens.

Roundworms can occasionally infect humans, but provided the
litter tray is emptied and cleaned daily, there is no risk from
the fresh faeces.

Tapeworm infection of humans is not common but can occur
occasionally, usually in children who have ingested a flea which
contains the larvae of the tapeworm.

Worming your cat regularly and keeping it treated against
fleas will ensure the risk is absolutely minimal.

Learn more about your cat online!
Take a look at our free interactive tool to help you

understand cats’ origins and their behaviour within our
homes. http://learnonline.cats.org.uk/content/ufo




‘o' ESSENTIAL GUIDES

C? VETERINARY GUIDES

1 Caring for your cat 84001 1 Arthritis 83201
2 Welcome home 84002 2 Feline Lower Urinary Tract
3 Moving house 84003 Disease (FLUTD) 83202
4 Feeding and obesity 84004 3 Diabetes 83203
5 Keeping your cat safe 84005 4 Itchy cats and skin disorders
6 Neutering - family planning 832_04 .
for felines 84006 5 Feline Parvovirus (FPV) 83205
7 When to let go 84007 6 Kidney or renal disease 83206
8 Microchipping 84008 7 Cats with disabilities 83207
9 Understanding your cat’s 8 Hypertension 83208
behaviour 84009 9 Feline Immunodeficiency Virus
10 Managing your cat’s (FIV) and Feline Leukaemia
behaviour 84010 Virus (FeLV) 83209
11 Cats living together 84011 10 Feline Coronavirus (FCoV) and
12 Indoor and outdoor cats 84012 gglér)lzlnfectlous Peritonitis (FIP)
13 Cats and the law 84013 11 Heart murmurs and heart
14 Cats and people 84014 disease 83211
15 Caring for your kitten 84015 12 Hyperthyroidism 83212
16 Elderly cats 84016 13 Feline asthma 83213
17 Feral cats 84017 14 Teeth and oral health 83214
18 Pregnant cats, birth and care 15 Fleas and other parasites
of young kittens 84018 83215
16 Cat flu 83216
17 Infectious disease and
vaccination 83217
18 Digestive disorders — vomiting
and diarrhoea 83218
19 You and your vet 83219
20 Cats and pregnant women —

Toxoplasmosis 83220

For more information about Cats Protection or to
make a donation, please visit www.cats.org.uk or
phone our Helpline on 03000 12 12 12.
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